Painting World Magazine Designer Newsletter
Hello and welcome to the first newsletter for Painting World Magazine & Blog designers, both new and established. The goal of the newsletter is to encourage you as both an artist and a designer. Look for articles intended to assist you in your creative endeavors.
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We want your best!
We highly encourage you to submit your very best work. Our editorial staff will look at many submitted designs, they then go through a selection process. The better your work, the better your chance of being published. We have recently added retail magazine distribution to our subscriptions and online presence. This, along with more submissions, makes giving your best all the more important. *Please note that we cannot accept free-hand writing on designs. Please use a stencil or tracing of fonts in your designs.
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Photographing your work.
The digital age has created a new way to submit photos for magazines. Where once you would have sent your projects to us to photograph, now you are the photographer. We realize not everyone has a fancy camera but with today’s smartphones taking good photographs is easy. Make sure you send high-resolution photos. The higher the resolution the better the photo will appear in print.  Send the photos as actual size. This is an option on phones and the computer. That gives the maximum resolution. Make sure to use good lighting that doesn’t reflect on your piece. Avoid flash photography. *Tip- Sometimes taking your final photos before adding a finish gives you a sharper image. You can take and submit many photos of your project, from step-by-step (if needed) to the finished project. For these photos, a white or dark background will work well. The less-is-best formula works here for backgrounds. Take clear, concise straight-on photos whenever possible. Once you have taken these photos, it is time to take some staged photos.
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How to stage your design in photographs.
The idea of staging is to place your project into a setting so readers can get an idea of how it would display in real life. The idea is to sell your design!  Just as a retailer creates displays in a store window, you want to create a display in your photograph. Your artwork should be the focus with items added in the background and/or foreground. Use items that compliment your design but do not distract from it. Make sure to take multiple photos at different angles. Be sure your piece is completely displayed. You don’t want to hide it behind something.
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Stress relief for designers.
Even decorative painting designers can be stressed. Deadlines seem to put the rush on your painting and everyday life always puts in an appearance, from the phone ringing to family ‘emergencies’, there is always something to interfere in the creative process. Fortunately, painting itself can help relieve stress. Sometimes, simply taking a break can help. Go outside, get a breath of fresh air. Take a walk. I’ve also found setting a schedule and being in the studio with no phone helps. For some, music soothes. For others, listening to podcasts or books on tape while painting does the trick. I know of some who ‘listen’ to TV or movies while painting. What’s your go-to method for stress relief?

Useful Links & Emails
Submissions Information, Painting World Magazine - https://www.paintingworldmag.com/submissions
Submissions – PWM Blog – pwmblogeditor@gmail.com 
Editor, Kole Hunt – Painting World Magazine – editor@paintingworldmag.com
Editor, Diane M Kellogg – PWM Blog – pwmblogeditor@gmail.com
Viking Designer Programs – vikingdesignerprograms@gmail.com 
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Painting World Magazine Editorial Calendar 2022

*All project due dates will be 4-6 weeks after the project is accepted.

Issue Submission Theme Holidays
Dates*
Spring Easter, Mother’s Day, Spring, St. Patrick’s
February 9/15/21 Spring Forward...
Summer Memorial Day, Father’s Day,
April 11/15/21 Summer Palette July 4th, Vacation
Everyday Teachers (Back to School), Labor Day, Flag
June 1/15/22 Day, Vacation, functional
Fall Halloween, Thanksgiving,
August 3/15/22 Fall Fantasy
Ornament Issue
October 5/15/22 Ornate Adornments Christmas
Winter Christmas,
December 7/15/22 Warm Winter Wishes New Years,
Valentine’s Day
Ideas Surfaces Colors Patterns Challenges Notes
antique art bottles antique patinas antique Things we would like to You can mix and match
art deco clothing black & white check see... from the calendar above
bathroom coffee pots color families florals cigar boxes and these lists to create
boho chic curtains eclectic foliage fine art pieces some awesome new
carnival style cut out wood holiday tones geometric fishing floats/bobbers designs for our readers.
decoupage backgrounds driftwood jewel tones nordic new takes on old
floral wallpaper fabric natural hues paisley techniques
kids functional pastel tones pattern mixing sea glass
kitchen furniture pops of color plaids vintage glass
leisure glass traditional polka dots 'outside the box' ideas
modern farmhouse handbags vintage retro
modern tole kitchenware tartan
modern updates on older linens tropical
techniques metal
pets. muffin tins
repurposed oars
signs old suitcases
steampunk ornaments
tribal elements paper mache'
tropical pietins
vintage/retro shoes
shutters
silverware
skates
sleds
table covers
tea kettles
towels
trays
windows
wood

A note from the editor...We need pieces to be staged nicely. We are requiring photos of the pieces to be presented as if
you are making an advertisement to sell them or. Because we are in stores now we want to focus on getting people to
fall back in love with decorative painting and for new painters to have the interest to learn.

To stir your creative juices, we have created a chart above listing some of what we are looking for in new designs. Feel
free to mix and match to come up with the perfect project!
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Staged adi props to ereate a visual splay.
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